
Updates as of March 12, 2020 

Thanks for sending me your comments and questions. We're doing our best to address all the 

concerns raised. It is an incredibly stressful time for everyone, and I am grateful for your 

understanding. 

The good news tonight is that we do not have anyone in our community with a diagnosed 

case of the coronavirus and the college remains at low-risk. The two individuals who 

identified exposure (one direct, one secondary) have been for testing and are now self-

quarantined as a precaution. 

The situation has been changing rapidly so I appreciate your patience as we continue to protect 

the safety and well-being of our campus and meet our mission as an academic institution. Several 

of our sister colleges have suspended face to face classes the week following spring break to 

allow faculty the time and assistance to use alternative modes of delivery for their classes. Other 

classes – such as those 100% online, clinical, and lab intensive classes – are on-going on most 

campuses that are still open at this time. 

Additionally, the Commissioner of Higher Ed is convening working groups to determine our 

college’s capacity for alternative delivery and policy and procedures as well as funding needs. 

More to come as the work on this continues. 

I have addressed the themes of some of the questions I have received below. We are also 

continuing work on an academic continuity plan for how our classes will more forward after 

spring break, and will have further information tomorrow. Finally, the resources for managing 

coronavirus-related anxiety, found at this link, may be helpful. 

I will do my best to reply individually to those of you who’ve reached out, and I thank you all for 

your patience.  

Thank you all, 

President Glickman 

Are clinical rotations canceled for allied health students? 

The college is not canceling instruction that is scheduled at offsite locations, including clinical 

site placements. Several of our sites have canceled clinical visits – please check with your site as 

to whether or not your clinical will take place. Faculty are working with the clinical sites to 

create alternative instruction for students or using simulation labs where necessary. 

What campus was the potential case presented on? 

At this time, the direction from the Department of Public Health is that contact with someone 

who has been in contact with someone who has tested positive (known as secondary exposure) is 

not cause for alarm. We have no reason to believe that any of our students, faculty, or staff 

https://www.health.harvard.edu/blog/coping-with-coronavirus-anxiety-2020031219183


were directly exposed to the virus or need to take any further precautions. Of the 

community colleges in Massachusetts, three have identified secondary exposure with a few 

people self-quarantined; no community college in Massachusetts has a presumptive or confirmed 

case on their campus at this time. 

Do I need to do anything differently if I or someone I am in close contact with is 

immunocompromised, elderly, or otherwise at high risk? 

If you or someone you are in close contact with in a high risk category, consider reviewing CDC 

guidelines available at this link. Based on our current knowledge, the virus is not currently 

present at Massasoit, but we are taking every precaution in order to minimize risk to the 

community. 

Are we going to cancel classes or move to online instruction after spring break? 

We have not made a final determination but will do so in the coming days. We are closing the 

college buildings until Tuesday morning to deep clean and sanitize as a baseline; this will be 

done by an outside, professional cleaning service. In addition, our maintainers are treating 

surfaces several times daily while students and employees are on campus. We ask everyone to 

practice social separation and lots of hand-washing, which are two of the most effective 

strategies to stay healthy. 

We are continuing to monitor the situation and will notify the community should our risk level 

change. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

At 8:45 am on March 12, the College was notified of an individual who is ill and is being tested 

for the coronavirus. Additionally, we have been notified of another individual who was on 

campus recently who was exposed to the virus but is not showing symptoms.  

As such: 

• Buildings at all three Massasoit locations will be closed beginning at 12:00 pm today 

until the morning of Tuesday, March 17th so that the college can deep clean. 

o An outside vendor will be brought in to perform this cleaning. 

• Classes scheduled for March 12, March 13, and March 14 are canceled. Business offices 

will resume activity on Tuesday, March 17. 

• Students will be on Spring Break the week of March 16 and will return to classes on 

March 23. 

• Classes scheduled for offsite locations will continue as scheduled. 

Additional detail will be posted to this page as we monitor the situation. 

Every decision we make starts with the premise that we will not compromise the safety and well-

being of our community. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/specific-groups/high-risk-complications.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/specific-groups/high-risk-complications.html


 


