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A Message from Massasoit President Gena Glickman 

There is much concern over the outbreak of the coronavirus in China and recent reports of 
cases in thirteen other countries, including the United States, where there are currently 
eleven confirmed cases in the United States, including one in Boston. Although the U.S 
Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) has indicated the risk to the U.S. public is low, the CDC recommends 
that you use reasonable precautions in order to maintain your health and prevent the 
spread of all respiratory conditions, including: 

• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and water 
are not available, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer; 

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands; 
• Avoid close contact with people who are sick; 
• Stay home when you are sick; 
• Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash; and 
• Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces. 

To further assist and educate the public concerning the virus, the CDC has established a 
coronavirus website that includes a wealth of information including: information about the 
transmission, symptoms, prevention, and treatment of the virus; frequently asked 
questions and answers (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/faq.html); guidance 
for travelers; and information for health care professionals. To access the CDC’s 
coronavirus website, please visit:  https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/index.html. Additionally, the CDC has raised its travel advisory for China to the 
highest level - "Level 3 Warning."  This status urges travelers to avoid all nonessential 
travel to the country (https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/notices/warning/novel-coronavirus-
china). Previously, only Hubei province, the epicenter for the coronavirus, carried the Level 
3 designation. The CDC's new travel precautions followed the U.S. State Department raising 
its own travel advisory for China to "Level 4: Do Not Travel" 
(https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/traveladvisories/traveladvisories/china-
travel-advisory.html). 

In Massachusetts, the Department of Public Health (DPH) has also issued guidance 
concerning the virus, which can be found at: https://www.mass.gov/clinical-
advisory/update-and-interim-guidance-on-outbreak-of-2019-novel-coronavirus-2019-
ncov-in. According to the guidance, the current risk to Massachusetts residents is low. 
However, as a precaution, Boston’s Logan International Airport has announced that it will 
begin screening travelers from any country that has confirmed coronavirus cases. If an 
individual presents symptoms of the virus (i.e. fever, shortness of breath and cough), they 
will be placed in isolation and assessed further. 

Following the Trump Administration’s declaration of a Public Health Emergency 
concerning the coronavirus on Friday, January 31, 2020, the administration announced 
over the weekend additional emergency measures, including: 
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• Foreign nationals other than immediate family of U.S. citizens and permanent residents 
who have traveled in China in the last 14 days will be denied entry into the United 
States. 

• U.S. citizens who have traveled to Hubei province, where the virus originated, will be 
held under mandatory quarantine for 14 days after they return to the US. 

• U.S. citizens who have recently traveled to other parts of China will undergo health 
screening upon entry into the country and will be asked to self-quarantine for 14 days. 
Self-quarantine rules would require individuals to stay in their homes, monitor 
themselves for certain symptoms such as coughing, and check their temperatures and 
report this information to local health officials. 

• All commercial flights from China shall be restricted to U.S. airports in one of seven 
cities - New York, Chicago, Atlanta, Los Angeles, San Francisco, Seattle and Honolulu. 

These emergency measures were announced by U.S. Health and Human Services Secretary 
Alex Azar and took effect on Sunday, February 2, 2020, at 5 p.m. The new travel and 
quarantine measures were established, in part, based on Friday’s announcement by U.S. 
officials that screening tests for coronavirus are not always accurate and that people with 
no symptoms can transmit the virus. 

If you have recently travelled to or from China, or have come in contact with someone who 
has contracted the coronavirus, you are directed to contact your physician and/or the 
Massachusetts Department of Public Health at 617-983-6800. 

 


