
3/11/20 

Following up on my daily emails regarding the college’s response to COVID-19, I want to again assure 

you that the college’s crisis response team, in consultation with statewide experts, is working to ensure 

the safety and security of all members of the college community.  

I know this situation is challenging for everyone – I share your concerns and precautions, and I want to 

assure you that we are in constant, consistent contact with the Commissioner's office, the presidents of the 

other community colleges, and our state-wide community college office, and we are collectively 

monitoring all public health announcements. All these entities and people are providing us with up-to-

date, comprehensive information so that we can make decisions that are in the best interests of our 

students, faculty, and staff. Every decision we make starts with the premise that we will not 

compromise the safety and well-being of our community.  

But we need your help. Please do not come to the college if you are ill or not feeling well. And please, 

just ask if you have questions. It is best to reduce panic, to remain calm, and gather facts. While the 

World Health Organization has declared a pandemic, the Department of Health has said that 80% of cases 

will be mild and people should stay home and call their physician if they feel ill.  

We will always share what we know. This is a constantly changing concern and we are actively 

monitoring it all the time.  We will be developing further communications, and your feedback will 

help us respond to you and others who may have similar questions. You may ask questions or 

provide feedback at this link. As always, you can also reach out by email to this address. 

Finally, I wanted to share a few updates with you this evening:  

Events  

Per the Governor’s guidance, all external events scheduled at Massasoit through April 9 have been 

canceled or postponed; the list available at this link will be updated as necessary. If you have questions 

about a specific event that was scheduled to take place between now and April 9, please email 

communications@massasoit.mass.edu.  

The following meetings/events have been canceled or postponed:  

3/18      Board of Trustees 

3/25      Transfer Expo 

3/27      Good Morning Metro South 

3/28      Breakfast 4 Brothers & Sisters 

3/30, 3/31, 4/1, 4/4       Anne Frank Theater Performance 

4/1        Sexual Assault Awareness Month 

4/3        Legislative OER Forum 

4/3        Honor Garden Scholarship Donor Recognition Event 

4/4        NEMATYC Conference 

4/6        Hiring Expo 

4/7        Canton Open House 

4/16      Digital Media Conference 

5/11      Honor Garden Scholarship Celebration 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeCN7D7uozHVIsgBnhGsePGvcdJj_XHxIT7HPeLG_J54V1F_A/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeCN7D7uozHVIsgBnhGsePGvcdJj_XHxIT7HPeLG_J54V1F_A/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://massasoitnews.wordpress.com/2020/03/12/event-cancellations-3-11-20/
mailto:communications@massasoit.mass.edu


The following recurring meetings/events have been canceled or postponed: 

Ongoing             Signature Healthcare Zumba & Yoga Classes 

Ongoing             VITA Tax Seminars 

Ongoing             In-Person Info Sessions 

Ongoing             In-Person Campus Tours 

Classes, student clubs, and other small internal events are proceeding without interruption, although we 

encourage the college community at large to help stop the spread of germs by washing your hands often 

with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and water are not readily available, use a hand 

sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol. For the hand sanitizer to be the most effective, be sure to 

cover all surfaces of your hands and rub them together until they feel dry. Avoid touching your eyes, 

nose, and mouth with unwashed hands. And finally, keep a social distance from other people. 

 

Extending beyond Spring Break 

Two of the 15 Massachusetts community colleges have plans to extend class cancellations beyond spring 

break. Their goal is to train faculty to be able to create other modalities to teach their classes. A few 

colleges are holding hybrid courses. The statewide unions are meeting on Friday and Tuesday to discuss 

extending the semester if we choose or need to cancel classes for a week past spring break. We are not 

currently considering cancelling classes for the week after spring break, and we have not made a decision 

to move all classes online. Like the other community colleges, we know that many of our students do not 

have online access from home, and several of our programs require labs. There are numerous 

considerations to balance to ensure our community is safe and that we can deliver on our mission.  

Sick Leave 

Employees who are ill should stay home and use their sick leave. Employees are reminded that they 

may use sick leave if a member of their family is ill and they need to care for them.  

As a reminder, the College has established a voluntary reporting system for students, faculty and staff 

traveling internationally or who have been exposed to the virus and/or are being actively monitored for 

signs of infection. The form is available at this link. 

Thank you to everyone for your concern for the health and well-being of our community.  

 

 

https://cm.maxient.com/reportingform.php?MassasoitCC&layout_id=43

